
The inaugural meeting of Australian National Committee was held on 8th December, 1953.

Initial Body of Committee Members:

R. Liddelow (SECV & ESSA)
VJF Brain (IE Aust, ECNSW, Electric Light and Power Supply Company Sydney)
LT Warner (SCC)
EL Merigan (SMHEA), 1956-1963
WJ Taylor (SECV)
AH Benjamin (HECT)
KH Milne (ETSA)
Grenfell Rudduck (Dept of National Development
AD Cadd (Secretary and Manager of EESA)

Original Study Committees:

No. 3 High Tension Switching and Circuit Breakers
No. 4 Relaying
No. 8 Lighting and Surges
No. 9 AC Transmission at Extra-High Voltages
No. 13 System Stability and Load Frequency Control
No. 15 Insulation Co-Ordination

1954: Second ANC 
Meeting on 2-3 April
A Constitution was
adopted and membership 
fees decided.  
• Paris Session 15
• 6 Australian Delegates

1955: Third ANC Meeting

Records from the SMHEA show 
that in 1955 the Australian Sub-
Committee of CIGRE International 
Study Committee No. 9 AC 
Transmission Lines at EHV was 
formed.

At this time the decision was 
being taken to connect the Snowy 
Hydro Generation to Sydney, 
Melbourne and the ACT by 330kV 
transmission lines. Interest in 
EHV was high and a paper was 
prepared and presented in Paris 
by Dr Diesendorf.

1954 1955 1956 1959 1961 1966 1968 1982 1987 1990 1993 1995 1997 1998 1999 2000 2002 2004 2008 2010 2011 2014 2015 2018 2020 20231953

1959: The construction of the Snowy Scheme 
resulted in the interconnection of the two 
largest systems, NSW and Victoria.

This was the time to include consultants 
and manufactures in the Australian National 
Committee It was the Panel Convenors job 
to recruit experts or would-be experts in the 
subject to join the Australian Panel.

1956: Fourth 
ANC Meeting.

1961: In accordance with a decision 
taken by the ANC the Deputy Chair 
elected in 1961 and Chair elected in 
1963, and their successors, would 
hold office for 4 year terms.

1966: The present Study Committee 
organisation was initially set up. 

1968: The ANC is represented 
on all fifteen Study 
Committees of CIGRE, and 
maintains Australian Panels 
which mirrors each of the 
Study Committees.

1982: The Study Committee 
organisation was modified by 
adding three Study Committees.  

1990: Milestone
The next major 
interconnection was made 
linking South Australia – 
creating an interconnection 
of three states.

1995: Milestone
1995 saw the adoption of a 
Competition Policy by Australian 
Governments (COAG).

1998: Milestone
The Full National Market 
commences (NSW, Victoria, South 
Australia, ACT and Queensland). May 2000: Following the new 

regional dynamics, the first 
Regional Council was created in 
Asia and Oceania and named 
“The AORC-CIGRE (Asia-Oceania 
Regional Council)”.
The Founders were the National 
Committees of Australia, China, 
India, Japan, Malaysia, South 
Korea and Thailand.

2002: New organisation 
structure: This would permit the 
organisation to play a leading role 
in transforming and revitalising 
the Electric Power Industry.

2004: On the 30th June 
Australian National 
Committee of CIGRE 
registered ACN 109 792 672.

1999: The Administrative Council of CIGRE approved the 
“CIGRE Masterplan” which was the result of an in-depth 
analysis at the higher level of the necessary transformation 
of the organisation, in order to better serve the interest of 
its member in the changing Electric Power Industry.

1997: Third Regional Meeting  
as held at the Hilton on 
the Park in Melbourne, VIC.

1993: Second 
Regional 
Meeting was 
held at the Gold 
Coast, QLD.

 

1987: First Regional Meeting held on  
8-13 November, 1987 at the 
Hilton International Hotel, Sydney, NSW.
“Developing Transmission Systems” – The 
Challenge in South-East Asia and the Western 
Pacific Region.

The Regional meeting was divided into 14 
Sessions over 4 days and included Technical 
Tours to CSIRO and Sydney County Council High 
Power Testing Station and a social program.  

2008: CIGRE Australia 
has the full 16 Study 
Committees Represented.

2010: 23 August: Introduction of 
CIGRE Roadmap for the 2010’s:

“The Power Systems of Tomorrow”.

2011: CIGRE National Conference
CIGRE Australia National Environment 
Conference was held in Brisbane in 
May 2011.
Colloquium – HVDC and Power 
Electronics
Enhancing the Transmission 
Networks: 20-21st October, 2011

2018: Won the bid to 
hold the International  
Symposium in Cairns, 
Australia in 2023.

2014: NGN commenced in Australia      

2014: ‘In The LOOP’  - First issue June

2020: ‘Women in Energy’ 
commenced in Australia.

CIDER 2015: Inaugural 
Conference held.

Chair 1953-1956 
R Liddelow 

Chair 1956-1968  
E L (Tony) Merigan 

Chair 1968-1974 
N R White

Chair 1974-1978 
J Hurley

Chair 1978-1982 
J Johnson

Chair 1982-1983 
R D Waldie

Chair 1983-1987
F Brady

Chair 1987-1989 
Ian Palmer Bates

Chair 1989-1994 
Neil A Galwey

Chair 1994-1995 
George W Bates

Chair 1995-2000 
 David Croft 

Chair 2000-2004 Gordon Jardine Chair 2004-2007  Peter Tyree Chair 2007-2012 Richard Bevan Chair 2012-2015 
Doug Aberle

Chair 2015-2017 
Nino Ficca

Chair 2017-2018 
Ed Wilson

Chair 2021-Current 
Sean McGoldrick
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The evolving face of ELECTRA - 1953 to 2023

2019 - 20231948 - 1968HISTORIC:
The logo design has rarely 
changed since 1931.

The first one appeared in 
1948 with a green colour. 
The actual logo is still green.

Australian National Committee 
of CIGRE - 1953 to 2023

In 2015 the CIGRE 
Australia Linkedin 
account commenced.SE
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In 2020 the CIGRE 
Australia YouTube 
Channel commenced.

2023: Celebrating 70 Years Event
Stamford Plaza, Brisbane, QLD

Australia

SEE GG R E AT R E AT 
LEAVE G R E AT E RG R E AT E R

Hosted by the Study 
Committees C2 and C5

THE END TO END 
ELECTRICITY SYSTEM

Transition, Development and Integration

x 

The inaugural meeting of Australian National 
Committee was held on the 8th December, 1953. 
Official Australian participation in CIGRE began 
with just eleven (11) members.  
Now 70 years later we have 392 members and are 
the 8th largest Global CIGRE National Committee.

x 

GLOBAL STUDY COMMITTEE CHAIRS
SC 35 	 Graham Vincent 	 1992-2000
SC C1 	 Phil Southwell 	 2009-2014
SC B3 	 Terry Krieg  	 2012-2018
SC C5 	 Alex Cruickshank 	 2020-2024
SC D2 	 Victor Tan 	 2022-2028
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TECH TALK
A series of links to CIGRE Technical documents

ISO series 55000 standards: Implementation 
and information guidelines for utilities

This TB brings much needed guidance to electrical 
utilities in its four sections: an overview of asset 
management; a clause-by clause review of ISO 55001 
that offers an interpretation in the context of electrical 
utilities, lists potential artefacts that utilities could use 
to demonstrate compliance and highlights numerous 
examples submitted by utilities; a survey on the progress 
and intentions of utilities regarding ISO 55001; and 
finally three in-depth case studies listing the processes 
and IT systems put in place at utilities to address asset 
management needs.

Cybersecurity: Future threats and impact on 
electric power utility organizations and operations

This Technical Brochure offers an insight into the 
evolution of the cyber-physical security threat landscape 
for the next 20 years. The approach used is well-aligned 
with the concepts described for the “Grid Architecture 
of the Future.” 

Sponsor
and Exhibitor 
Information

19
ASIA PACIFIC CONFERENCE ON INTEGRATION 
OF DISTRIBUTED ENERGY RESOURCES

25th APRIL 2020
Edition 1

NGN CORNER
News from our Young Engineer Group (U 35 yo) 

Our NGN has 213 members across the industry and 

is actively promoting activities for younger CIGRE 

members. ( U 35yr). They regularly get involved in 

our Technical Panel Activities and hosting webinars 

More information can be found HERE

KIWI COMMENTS
News from across the DDitch

In the ANZAC spirit of cross Tasman co-operation, we 

are in the process of establishing a NZ B1 technical 

panel (Insulated Cables) which will liaise with the 

Australian B1 Panel and have some common 

membership to encourage co-operation and joint work 

and activities.  More detail on this initiative and the work 

of the B1 Panel will be in the next issue.

CIGRE CASE STUDIES
(How CIGRE work is helping around the world)

GE Grid use CIGRE information Working on 

condition assessments, failure investigations, 

advisor on test results in East Asia-Pacific region 

often requires substantiation of current knowledge 

and industry practice for interpretation. CIGRE TB’s 

serve this purpose extremely well to provide GE 

customers with third party opinion/ guidance . It 

balances what may otherwise be perceived as 

subjective opinion.

========================================

The work of WG D1.60 is to address the issue of 

traceable measurement of these fast high-voltage 

impulses, with the aim of establishing methods of 

calibrating the measurement systems used in these 

tests.  Through participating in the work of CIGRE 

D1.60 and with support of CIGRE Australia, the 

National Measurement Institute at Sydney, a 

member of the AU D1, has successfully established 

the national reference measurement systems for 

providing fast-front impulse calibration services in 

Australia. 

In this webinar, the main contents of the Technical 
Brochure (TB) 742 will be presented. This TB sets 
forth a systematic basis for the classification, 
integration and coordination of stability control from 
a global perspective. 

WEBINAR  -  FREE
A Proposed framework for coordinated 
power system stability control

NURSE CAME IN AND SAID DOC, 
THERE’S A MAN IN THE WAITING 

ROOM WHO THINKS HE’S INVISIBLE, 
WHAT SHOULD I TELL HIM?

THE DOCTOR SAID, 
TELL HIM I CAN’T SEE HIM TODAY.

The first edition of 
“Corona Times” was 
released in April, 2020.

1981 - 2011

The evolution of the CIGRE Logos

1987: First Regional Meeting held 
on 8-13 November in Sydney.

Richard Bevan became CIGRE Global 
Treasurer from 2012-2016 

Terry Killen CEO 2013-2023 
Restructure - Marketing & Brand Development

 Peter Tyree became CIGRE Global 
Treasurer from 2004-2008 

 

David Croft became CIGRE Global 
President from 2000-2004 

 
Peter McIntrye  
CEO Mid 2023 

Chair 2018-2021 
Trevor Armstrong

2021: 
Richard Bevan  
CIGRE Medal 

NGN MEMBERS

20

200

305

Secretary 2003-2015 Alex Palamarczuk

Secretary mid 1980’s-2002 Syd Tutton

2017: Angela Klepac 
first female board 
member.


